Best Practices for Using the Strategic Giving Plan Template 
The Strategic Giving Plan is a tool to facilitate deeper conversations with your clients about their charitable giving. Here are some best practices to maximize its effectiveness:
Preparation:
· Personalize the Template: Pre-populate sections like "Financial Resources" and "Previous Donations" (if applicable). Adapt "Ways to Give" suggestions based on the client's giving patterns and potential interests.
Client Meeting:
· Set the Stage: Briefly introduce the Philanthropic Plan Template and its purpose: to guide them in creating a strategic giving plan aligned with their values.
· Start with Values & Vision: Begin by discussing their philanthropic vision and core values. What causes are they passionate about? What impact do they want to make?
· Leverage the Template: Use the template as a conversation guide, not a rigid script. Explore each section together, prompting questions and offering insights based on the client's input.
· Action Steps: Encourage them to actively participate in setting priorities and goals.
· Financial Resources: Discuss their budget for charitable giving and explore potential adjustments.
· Ways to Give: Explain different giving methods (direct donations, foundations, etc.) and tailor suggestions to their preferences and goals. Consider tax implications if relevant.
· Open Communication: Encourage open dialogue throughout the process. Be a sounding board, offering options and explanations without imposing your opinion.
· Focus on Impact: Help them connect their giving to tangible results. Share success stories of organizations they might be interested in.
Next Steps:
· Refine the Plan: Collaborate with the client to refine the plan based on the conversation. Let them personalize sections like "Additional Suggestions."
· Actionable Steps: Outline concrete next steps, such as researching specific organizations or scheduling meetings with potential beneficiaries.
· Follow-up: Schedule a follow-up meeting to discuss their progress and address any questions.
· Celebrate Successes: Acknowledge their commitment to philanthropy and celebrate any milestones they achieve.
[bookmark: _GoBack]By following these best practices, you can leverage the Strategic Giving Plan Template to have enriching conversations with your clients, empowering them to make informed choices about their charitable giving and maximize their philanthropic impact.
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